
“Reaching our surrounding 
communities with the gospel 
of Christ through equipping 
believers who will carry the 
ministry of the local church 

into the world.“ 

 

“The Whole Earth Filled with the Glory of God...” 
Habakkuk 2:14 

That was the prophet Habakkuk’s prayer:  that the whole earth would be filled with 
God’s glory.  How that will happen is the question.  Jesus called us to be about the work 
of making disciples of all nations, in that God’s glory will be rewarded as we are faithful 
to share Jesus. 
That’s why we exist as a church.  Our prayer and hope is that Jackson Friends will be 
that light house to shine the glory of God.  There are so many opportunities here at JFC 
to see that happen as we reach out here at JFC, to our community and to our world. 
We have several goals this year so that we can partner with God to reach our world for 
Christ.  They include new mission fields, planting of churches, supporting local 
ministries, and growing here at JFC in all areas. 
I am looking forward to what God has for us as we come to this new year.  As we pray 
and work together, I believe God will pour out His love to others so that they may 
know. 
I invite you: 
  *  To pray 

   *  To give 

    *  To go. 
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers 
into his harvest field.”  - Matthew 9:38 

As we pray and go, I believe our best days are 
ahead. 
In Christ,  

David Tebbs, 
Lead Pastor, Jackson Friends Church 
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Sundays at 1:00pm:  Youth Futsal (Middle School and Senior High) 
Sundays at 7:00pm:  Senior High Youth 

Tuesdays at 7:00am:  Men’s Bible Study (Top of the Viaduct) 
Tuesdays at 10:00am:  Ladies’ Bible Study (at JFC) 

Wednesdays at 6:00pm:  Parent’s Night Out 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm:  Adult Small Groups 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm:  ProTeens and Middle School Youth 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm:  Senior High Youth 

 Wednesday, February 2nd:  Young Adults (6:30pm at Joel & 
 Abby Bankert’s house) 

 Sunday, February 6th:  Variety Night Audi'ons (a�er 2nd service) 
 Saturday, February 12th at 7:00pm:  ProTeen Movie/Game 

 Night at JFC 

 Sunday, February 13th:  Variety Night Audi'ons (a�er 2nd 

 service);   Youth Super Bowl Get-together (6:00pm) 
 Wednesday, February 16th:  Young Adults (6:30pm at Joel and 

 Abby Bankert’s)  
 Saturday, February 19th:  Pins IN NEEDles (11:00am);  Middle 

 School “RAWG” Game at JFC (7:00pm) 
 Sunday, February 20th:  Variety Night Audi'ons (a�er 2nd service) 
 Saturday, February 26th at 7:00pm:  Senior High Youth:  Pizza 

 Hunt and Pre-set up for Variety Night 
 Sunday, February 27th:  Sports Sunday (during morning 

 services);  6:00pm Dinner and Variety Night 
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Winter Weather Closings 
Winter has definitely arrived! 

Have you wondered how you would find out if 
one of our services or events was cancelled?   
There are several ways to find out: 

1.  Check our church website at 
 www.jacksonfriendschurch.org. 
2.  Listen to WHBC (1480) or visit their 
 website at www.whbc.com. 
3. Call the church office (330-966-0616) 

 to listen to the recorded message. 
Stay warm and be safe! Spring is around the corner! 

Sunday, February 27th 

Come enjoy a wonderfully entertaining evening with 
us at JFC!  You’ll laugh, you might cry, and you’ll 

definitely be in awe at the talent we have here at JFC!  
Dinner will be served at 6:00pm, followed by 

talented acts that you don’t want to miss! 
Dona�ons for dinner will be accepted 

to benefit our youth missions. 
If you have a talent and would like to share it, 
please a�end one of the “audi�ons” on Sundays 

in February in the Middle School Room a!er the 2nd service 

(February 6th, 13th and 20th). 
See Moby for more info. 

Sports Sunday 
 

We have had a very successful 
basketball and cheerleading season 
here at JFC this winter.  Come hear 
about it on Sunday, February 27th 

during the morning services! 



Meet the Elders of JFC 
 

 
Mark Bankert and his wife, Colleen, have been members of Jackson Friends since 1996. They 
have three grown children, Rebecca, Joel (who is the Sports and Recrea%on Director at JFC) 
and Joshua.  Mark works at Malone University, where he has been since 1987, working as an 
Associate Athle%c Director (first 28 years there), and since 2015, as a professor of Sport 
Management at the University.   
As an Elder at JFC, Mark is the Coordinator of the “Healthy Church” area of our ministries at 
the church – which includes (among other things) the areas of Chris%an Educa%on and Java 
House.  Mark and Colleen are greeters at the church, have served in the nursery for a number 
of years, and have just recently started helping sell concessions for home basketball games.  
Mark and Colleen enjoy traveling and spending %me with their children.   

 

Monte and his wife Joyce have a6ended Jackson Friends Church since 1995.  They have four 
children (Bri6any, Lindsey, Jordan, and Mackenzie), whom all have grown up in the church’s 
many groups, and they have four grandchildren.  Monte serves as a member of the Elders 
Council to Pastor Dave and members of the church.  Monte has par%cipated in and 

supported missions to Albania, Oklahoma, and various local missions and has par%cipated in 
mul%ple men’s study groups.  Monte enjoys %me with his family and many outdoor ac%vi%es.  
 

Tom has been a member of Jackson Friends Church since 2004 and has been married to Pat 
for 44 years. They have three married sons and are the grandparents of two boys. Tom and 
Pat have both served on Administra%ve Council. Tom has been an Elder at JFC for 
approximately four years. Tom worked at the Timken Co. for 27 years and was an Insurance 
Agent for 17 years. Tom has his bachelor’s degree in business from Malone College. Tom has 
been a door greeter for over 10 years, and Tom and Pat have been providing communion for 
our services here for 15 years. Tom is a member of the Seekers Sunday morning Bible Study 
Group, the Undershepherd’s Bible Study Group and also par%cipates in the Tuesday morning 
Men’s Bible Study. Tom re%red in 2017. In re%rement, Tom volunteers at Hammer and Nails, 
enjoys traveling and cycling with Pat and plays golf in the Church golf league.  

 

My name is Dave Geisberger, and I have the privilege of serving as the elder of 
stewardship at Jackson Friends Church again in 2022.  Prior to serving in this role, 
I had served as a member on the JFC Finance Commi6ee for several years.  
My wife Kris%ne and I have a6ended Jackson Friends Church since the very first 
Sunday the church began in the Sauder Elementary school cafeteria.  We have 

really enjoyed being a part of this church family, and seeing it grow from those 

early days.  We have been involved in different ways and in different ministries 
throughout the years including singing in the choir, heading up Community 

Christmas, singing/playing in the praise team, teaching in Children’s Church, and 
running the sound board. 
Kris and I have been married 27 years now and live in Jackson township.  We have  
two children, Nathan and Jordan.  Nathan is a6ending the University of Cincinna%  
and Jordan is a6ending Baldwin Wallace.   

Thank you all for your dedication to serving at Jackson Friends Church and to furthering the Kingdom of God. 

Mark Bankert 

Monte Fox 

Tom Miller 

Dave Geisberger 

Page 3 



Page 4 

people were designed by God for rela%onships. We 
believe it’s only when we’re in community that we can 
truly grow to God’s poten%al for us. Our Small Groups 
have a simple purpose: to bring people together as we 
grow closer to God. If you’re not already plugged in to 
a place where rela%onships lay the founda%on for your 
faith to grow, I want to encourage you to take that 
step. You can check out our Small Groups Board in the 
main hallway at JFC (between the sanctuary and the 
atrium) to see how many different op%ons there are to 
choose from when looking for a group. 
Rela%onships are the bedrock of a healthy church and 

I believe that Small Groups are the perfect place for 
those to be meaningful, helpful, and beneficial to us.  
Our Small Groups typically meet weekly inside and 
outside the church and provide a place for you to 

experience encouragement, Scripture, prayer, and 
take your next steps in your journey to follow Jesus. 
Regardless of your age, interest, or loca%on, we are 
sure there is a group here for you. Some groups meet 
in homes, some at church, some out in the 

community. Anywhere we meet and whatever the 

personality of the group, every group is about 
personally growing. If you decide that it’s %me to find 
a good network of people to start growing with, I’d 
love to help you find the right crew. Reach out...I’d be 
happy to have a conversa%on about where you could 
fit in. 
Be�er Together,  
 

Pastor Chris 

“Be�er Together” 

By the %me you’re reading this we’ll be a few weeks in 
to the new year.  How are your resolu%ons holding 
up? I’m sure you’ve seen sta%s%cs that point to the 
low achievement of s%cking to new years resolu%ons 
(for example: according to a 2016 study, of the 41% of 
Americans who make New Years resolu%ons, by the 
end of the year only 9% feel they are successful in 
keeping them). I think this points to most of us 
wan%ng be6er habits and outcomes but the truth  
remains- things only change if we follow up our 
desires with ac%ons.  
While you may have already forgone your January 

desires, there is s%ll power in star%ng something 
healthy for yourself. Here’s my pitch: no ma6er what 
we go through in this life, it’s be6er to have others 
around us as we journey. Are you experiencing life 
with other likeminded believers that make up your 
network for growing? That’s what I hope our Small 
Groups do here at Jackson Friends. We believe that 

Sports and Recrea�on: 
We are into the new year and that means we are geIng registra%on ready for our next season 

of sports... spring soccer! It is hard to imagine playing outside just a couple months from now 

but by the end of March we will be rolling into the season! Sign-ups are available on our church 

website!  We are looking forward to some nicer weather and geIng back outside.  If you are 

interested in geIng involved in any capacity, we would love to have you for this upcoming season. 
“Sports Sunday” will be on Sunday, February 27th.  Join us during our morning services to hear about our successful 
season as we recognize our players, coaches and cheerleaders.   
Also, we could use some more volunteers for the concessions on Saturdays during the rest of basketball season.   
For ques%ons or for info on how to get involved, please email Joel Bankert at jbankert@jacksonfriends.org.   
Send prayers our way as we are s%ll in the midst of our basketball season at Jackson Friends.  Please pray for 
con%nued health and success in our biggest season of the year!   
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Children’s Ministries: 
Hello, Jackson Friends families! 
January was definitely cold and snowy but it didn’t stop us from having fun!  Parents’ Night Out started up this 
month and we loved it.  The kids shared a meal, played games, did a devo$on and worshipped together.  Parents’ 
Night Out will con$nue this month, every Wednesday, from 6:00-8:00pm. 

Sunday mornings you can join us for Children’s Church at 9:00 or 11:00.  We also have our Small Group Sunday 
School hour at 10:00.  These kids are having a blast!  Our campground has grown so much this past month.  Our 
campground is our younger Children’s Church (ages 4 through 2nd grade).  We did some shuffling and it has worked 
out very well.  In our Clubhouse, we now have grades 3-5.  This allows our older kids to dig deeper in a fun and 

entertaining way!  

Currently, we are looking for a 9:00 teacher.  This commitment is for one month on, then 2 months off.  We are also 
in need of help for Wednesday night’s Parents’ Night Out.  This runs alongside with adult Bible study and is from 
6:00-8:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth: 
ProTeens (grades 5-6):  Our Movie/Game Night will be at JFC on Saturday, February 12th from 7:00-10:00pm.  
 Please bring a friend and something to share. 
Middle School (grades 7-8): You don’t want to miss our “RAWG” game at JFC on Saturday, February 19th from 7:00-

 11:00pm.  Bring a friend for this evening of fun and laughter! 
Senior High (grades 9-12):  Plan to be at JFC on Saturday, February 26th from 7:00-11:00pm when we will have our 
 Pizza Hunt and will also be doing “pre-set-up” for Variety Night.  Please bring $5. 
Variety Night:  ALL YOUTH!  Come help with Variety Night, as this is a fundraiser for our missions.  Bring an act, 
 cook, serve, help run the show, and/or clean up! We will start at 4:00pm and will finish by 9:00pm.  See 
 Moby for details! 
Variety Night Audi$ons:  If you plan to have an act in the Variety Night, “audi$ons” will be aGer church on February 
 6th, 13th and 20th in the Middle School Room.  Need a different $me or have ques$ons?  Please see Moby.    
Futsal will con$nue in February.  All Middle School and Senior High youth are welcome to hang out at JFC on 

 Sunday aGernoons from 1:00-4:00.  Even if you are not interested in playing futsal, please 
 s$ll come to hang out, as there will be other games and ac$vi$es available! 

Addi$onal Bible Studies and service/mission opportuni$es are 
 available.   Please see Moby for details. 
Moby’s contact info:  moby@jacksonfriends.org 

 office 330-966-0616;   cell 330-224-0695 



This publication is a monthly newsletter of Jackson Friends Church.  Activities to be put on the calendar must be submitted to Lori Osugi before being published. All articles and calendar events for publication must be turned in by the 15th of every month to Debbie Gudat (dgudat@jacksonfriends.org).   

Schedule a room or activity ··················· Lori Osugi  
Submit bulletin & newsletter info ······· Debbie Gudat 
Submit web site info ···························· Lori Osugi 
Financial Giving ·································· Lori Osugi 
Nursery schedule ·························· Marty Shomali 
Greeters ··································· Susan Haythorn 
Weddings ········································· Lori Osugi 
Threads from Heaven ·············· Theresa Baughman 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Who to contact … 

Lead Pastor………………………………….Dr. David Tebbs Pastor of Young Families & Small Groups..Chris King  Young Adult Leader…………………………...Joel Bankert Pastor of Youth………………………….Scott “Moby” Dick Church Administrator…………………………….Lori Osugi Children’s Ministries………………………….Lea Nathaniel Nursery………………………………………….Marty Shomali Women’s Ministries……………………………Karen Tebbs Financial Secretary………………………………..Lori Osugi Treasurer……………………………………..…..Angela Clark Director of Sports and Recreation………..Joel Bankert 
 
 

 

Jackson Friends Church 

 

 

7945 Portage St. NW—Massillon, OH  44646 
Ph: (330) 966-0616 * Fax: (330) 966-1424 

 

www.jacksonfriendschurch.org 
 

To access JFC WiFi:  
select “JFC_Guest” 

password: JFC_Guest 

Jackson Friends Staff  
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