
“Reaching our surrounding 
communities with the gospel 
of Christ through equipping 
believers who will carry the 
ministry of the local church 

into the world.“ 

 

“This Is the Church” 
 

Thank you for joining in prayer this past month. God is moving amongst us and we can see 
His hand at work. Since we cast our vision we have seen that: 
 

 We are His witnesses. 
 We are to belong to a community. 
 We are to be available for God to use us. 
These 4 things describe our calling as disciples, to worship, to belong, to serve and to share. 

 Acts 2:42-47 tells us that the church was devoted to teaching, held everything in common, 
and the Lord added daily those who were being saved. 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the  
breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many  

wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  All the believers were together and 
had everything in common.  They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 
who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved.  Acts 2:42-47 

 

The result of the church coming together was that the Kingdom of God grew and spread 
throughout the world. It all started in the Upper room with prayer. I hope you will continue 
to pray with us over the next months us we gather together. 
 God is nearer than it feels. 
 God is working more  than you think. 
 God loves you more than you know. 
 In Christ,  

 

David Tebbs, Lead Pastor, Jackson Friends Church 
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W����� E��	
�… 

 Sundays at 1:00pm:  Youth Futsal (Middle School and Senior High) 
 Sundays at 7:00pm:  Senior High Youth 

 Tuesdays at 7:00am:  Men’s Bible Study (Top of the Viaduct) 
 Tuesdays at 10:00am:  Ladies’ Bible Study (at JFC) 
 Wednesdays at 6:00pm:  Parent’s Night Out 
 Wednesdays at 6:30pm:  Adult Small Groups 
 Wednesdays at 7:00pm:  ProTeens and Middle School Youth 

 Wednesdays at 8:00pm:  Senior High Youth 

 

S������ E��	
�... 
 Wednesday, March  13th:  Daylight Savings Time  

(turn clocks ahead one hour) 
 Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30pm:  Ad Council Mee5ng 

 Saturday, March 19th at 11:00am:  Pins IN NEEDles 
 Monday, March 21st:  7:00-9:00p All Church Family Fun Night  

(North Canton Skate and Entertainment Center) 
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Spring Women’s Day Retreat 
Mark your calendars for our retreat on 

Saturday, April 30th  
9:30am-3:00pm  

at JFC   
Enjoy a day of inspiring messages and 
ac�vi�es as we pursue “Finding God’s 
Peace in Everchanging Times”.  Come 

and join us for a blessed day of  
fellowship, food, and finding God’s 

peace.  Watch the bulle�n for sign-up 
details.  If you are interested in helping 

with this retreat or any women’s  
ac�vi�es, please contact Karen Tebbs 

at 330-605-4410 (text or call). 

Parent’s Night Out 
Our typical Wednesday evening schedule for our  

Parents’ Night Out is as follows: 
6:00-7:00pm  All Children have dinner together  
7:00-8:00pm  We split into smaller groups  
 (age-based) for Bible study. 

Ages 3-4 who are po:y trained can be in the  
nursery from 6:00-8:00pm.   

Wednesday Evening  
Adult Small Groups at 6:30pm 

 

Men’s Bible Study- “Wild at Heart” study by 
John Eldridge led by Kevin Male5ch 

Prayer Study— “The Guy with the Short Prayer” 
by Dr. John P Williams, led by 

Jeff and Debbie Fostyk;   
Ladies’ Bible Study- “Trustworthy” by Lysa 

Terkeurst, led by Karen Tebbs . 
 

Child care is provided during Small Groups for 
ages 0-4 in the Nursery. 

Oklahoma Mission Trip Informa�on 
 Are you interested in serving on a short-term missions trip to  
Oklahoma? We will be hos�ng a short mee�ng a<er both services on  
Sunday, March 6 to provide informa�on about mee�ng dates, trip cost, and 
general details about the trip. This year’s team will leave on Friday, June 10 
and return on Sunday, June 19.  
If you’re unfamiliar with what we do in Oklahoma, we partner with the 
Kickapoo Friends Center lead by Brad and Chris�ne Wood. KFC faithfully 
reaches out to the community of McLoud to share the gospel of Christ 
with Na�ve Americans. Each year our team makes it possible for KFC to 
host a Vaca�on Bible School and further extend the reach of the gospel 
into the community. There are also lots of work projects that need done 
as well to help maintain the facili�es. If you’ve gone before, have never 
gone, or are just plain curious about the trip, we’d love to meet with you 
on Sunday, March 6. If you have any  
ques�ons before then, please feel free to 
reach out to Chrissy Heade at 330-224-5592.   

All Church Skate &  Ac�vity Night 
 at North Canton Skate Center from 7:00-9:00p.  
Enjoy fellowship, ska�ng, bumper cars, climbing 

walls, laser quest, and many other ac�vi�es. 
Cost is $1 for admission and $3 for skate  
rental. Bring your family and friends!  



elements to communicate truth  and to reveal  the  
Creator  behind the  Crea�on.    

  One of  the most  wel l -known examples  of  
shar ing the gospe l  in  a  way the common people 
would understand i s  that  o f  the  shamrock .   These 
three leafed c lovers ,  abundant ly  found in I re land,  
are  �ed to a  natura l  understanding of  the Tr inity.   
Cel�c Chr i s�ans pointed out  that  whi le  the 
shamrock was one s ingular  plant,  i t  had three  
di s�nct  parts  that  made up i t ’ s  whole .  Just  l ike  God 
the Father ,  Jesus the Son,  and the Holy Spi r i t  make  

up the Godhead.   
 Accounts  a l so point  to St .  
Patr ick  absconding the  meaning of  
the symbol  of  the t r iquetra.  This  
symbol  has been used extensively  in  
Chr i s�an scu lpture,  book arts ,  and 
sta ined g lass.   St .  Patr ick  used the  
wide ly  known pagan symbol  and 

infused i t  wi th new meaning represen�ng 
the  rela�onship  of  the  Tr in ity ;  each  po int  
s ign ify ing  the Father,  Son,  and Holy Spi r i t  
endless ly  intertwined in rela�onship .   The  
black c i rc le  woven into the design was used  
to explain the human’s  role  in  th is  d iv ine  
re la�onsh ip;  ful ly  entwined wi thin  the  

re la�onsh ip of  the three,  and al so to symbol ize  the  
never -ending journey that  we share  with the  
Tr ini ty.   The  br i l l i ance  of  th is  approach  in  a  pagan 
culture was that  everywhere a new Chri s�an would  
come in  contact  with the ir  o ld l i fe  and prev ious  
re l ig ion i t  would now carry new meaning to be  
shared as  an evange l i sm tool .   St .  Patr ick  and his  
fo l lowers  shared the gospe l  in  many more ways  
wi th thei r  cu lture but  they underscored  the  
importance  of  crea�ve ly  look ing  to  share  Jesus’  
love in  a  way the  people  cou ld understand.  

Maybe St  Patr ick’ s  Day  could be a reminder to  
us  modern  Chri s�ans  to  recapture  a  crea�v ity  and 
inten�onal i ty  in  shar ing Jesus’  love 
wi th non -bel ievers  in  our c irc les  
today!  

 

Pastor Chris 

 

 We’ve  powered through February  and Spr ing  
is  r ight  around the  corner!  March  i s  a  great  month,  
not  just  for  seeing the  end of  th i s  season’s  snow 
(hopeful ly) ,  but  for  re invigora�ng our fa ith ,  too.  
Th is  month,  we’ l l  celebrate Saint  Patr i ck,  who was  
the  cu lture -changing  miss ionary  to the  Ce l�c  t r ibes  
of  I re land in the  ear ly  5 t h  century.  He  was the  first  
miss ionary to  the Ce l ts  who contextual ized  the  
gospel  for  them.  He  put  the gospe l  in  thei r  
language,  in  their  cu ltura l  terms.  He began a 
movement that  used crea�v ity  and express ion to  
advance Jesus’  message of  love,  
forgiveness,  and purpose to the  
is land.  

These ear ly  Chr i s�ans in  I re land 
used a un ique approach  that  had an 
openness to embracing the pagan 
culture’s  art  forms.   The Roman 
Church  approach le5 no room for  melding 
wi th the local  church’s  community,  language,  
or  cu lture .  Each church  was conducted in  the  
same way,  with  the  same e lements,  in  the 
La�n language  throughout the  en�re  Roman 
Empire at  that  �me in hi story .   Regard ing the  
approach of  ear l iest  miss ionar ies  to  the Cel�c 
people,  h i stor ian George Hunter  states  that  “thei r  
gen ius was in  the imagina�ve communica�on of  
Chr i s�ani ty’ s  message.”  

Leverag ing  the  r ight  brain  approach  of  the  
people ( such  as  thei r  crea�vi ty,  emo�onal  language,  
art ,  mus ic ,  poetry,  and narra�ve  log ic ) ,  St .  Patr i ck  
and his  successors  broke into the world of  the Celt s  
in  order to draw paral le l s  and point  people to  God.  
Because  the  Ce lts  were  a  narra�ve  and imag ina�ve  
people,  they contrasted the log ical  and apologe�c 
approach to fa ith that  the  Romans embodied.  So  
Patr ick  and his  methods needed to draw more on  
u�l iz ing concepts  l ike beauty and nature  through 
the art  forms that  the Ce lts  were a lready apt ly  
fami l iar  with.   In  order to do th i s  wel l ,  the ear ly  
miss ionaries  began to  immerse  themselves in  the 
pagan cul ture and fami l iar ize themselves with  the  
methods the Cel ts  used in  their  pagan rel ig ion of  
Dru idi sm.   Reflec�ng  thi s  love and admira�on of  
nature,  the Chr i s�ans  rel ied  heavi ly  on natural  

Sports and Recrea�on 

Spring is just around the corner!  And that means so is Jackson Friends Youth Spring Soccer League!   
Registra�on will be coming to a close on Monday, March 14th, so if you haven’t signed up yet, now is the �me!  
We have expanded our offering this year to include Pre-K/4-year-olds.  This should be a great li/le group!  We go all the way up 
through 6th grade and we are expec�ng to grow again this spring.  We would love to have you with us this season. 
For anyone interested in volunteering as a coach, referee, or helper at concessions, we would be glad to have you!  Please reach 
out to Joel Bankert at jbankert@jacksonfreinds.org.  We are looking forward to another great sports season! 

S t .  Patr ick used the widely 
known pagan symbol ,  the 

tr iquetra and infused it  with 
new meaning represen�ng the 
rela�onship  of  the Tr ini ty;  
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Children’s Ministries: 
Parents’ Night Out on Wednesday evenings has been so successful.  I have been told on numerous occasions that 
our Wednesday Program is the only �me that some of these kids are able to be at church.  Parents and 

grandparents have expressed how much of a blessing this program has been for them.  I truly believe we are 
mee�ng a need.  A need for families that have busy, hec�c or unusual schedules.  That being said, we s�ll need 
help.  We are looking for kitchen help, greeters, people to just keep extra eyes on things, and if you’re really 
brave, come to just come hang out with the kids and me! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 17th  
10:00am-12:00pm 

I am so excited to announce our Spring Fling is back!  We will have games, the Easter Bunny, an Easter Egg Hunt, 
face pain�ng, food, bounce house and much more.  We have already started preparing and organizing our 
volunteers and dona�ons.  If you can help out in any way, please let the office know.  We will need people to 
“Meet and Greet”, hide eggs, run games...you name it, we’ll need it!  Dona�ons can go to the office.  We hide 
5000 eggs, so we need a lot of candy! 
Sunday mornings are running like a well-oiled machine.  We have an awesome group of teachers! 

 

  Youth 
 

ProTeens (grades 5-6):  Our Game Night will be at JFC on Saturday, March 5 from 
 7:00-10:00pm.  Please bring a friend and something to share. 
Middle School (grades 7-8): Our Game Night will be at JFC on Saturday, March 5th from 7:00-10:00pm.  Please 
bring a friend and something to share. 
Senior High (grades 9-12):  Bring a friend and plan to be at JFC on Friday, March 4th at 7:00 to leave for Movie 
 Night, returning at 11:00p.  
 Anyone interested in Relient K concert, see Moby for details. 
All Church Skate Night and Ac�vity Night: March 21st at North Canton Skate Center. 7-9PM Enjoy fellowship, 
ska�ng, bumper cars, climbing walls, laser quest, and many other ac�vi�es. Cost is $1 for admission and $3 for 
skate rental. Bring your family and friends!  
Futsal will con�nue in February.  All Middle School and Senior High youth are welcome to hang out at JFC on 

 Sunday aEernoons from 1:00-4:00.  Even if you are not interested in playing futsal, please s�ll come to  
 hang out, as there will be other games and ac�vi�es available! 
Addi�onal Bible Studies and service/mission opportuni�es are available.   Please see Moby for details. 
Moby’s contact info:  moby@jacksonfriends.org    office 330-966-0616;   cell 330-224-0695 

Regular Mee
ng Times 
 

All youth meet on Sunday  mornings at 10:00am.   
ProTeens and Middle School:  Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm for games and �me to hang out).   

Senior High:  Wednesday evenings from 8:00pm  9:00pm and Sundays 7:00-8:30pm.   



This publication is a monthly newsletter of Jackson Friends Church.  Activities to be put on the calendar must be submitted to Lori Osugi before being published. All articles and calendar events for publication must be turned in by the 15th of every month to Debbie Gudat (dgudat@jacksonfriends.org).   

Schedule a room or activity ··················· Lori Osugi  
Submit bulletin & newsletter info ······· Debbie Gudat 
Submit web site info ···························· Lori Osugi 
Financial Giving ·································· Lori Osugi 
Nursery schedule ·························· Marty Shomali 
Greeters ··································· Susan Haythorn 
Weddings ········································· Lori Osugi 
Threads from Heaven ·············· Theresa Baughman 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Who to contact … 

Lead Pastor………………………………….Dr. David Tebbs Pastor of Young Families & Small Groups..Chris King  Young Adult Leader…………………………...Joel Bankert Pastor of Youth………………………….Scott “Moby” Dick Church Administrator…………………………….Lori Osugi Children’s Ministries………………………….Lea Nathaniel Nursery………………………………………….Marty Shomali Women’s Ministries……………………………Karen Tebbs Financial Secretary………………………………..Lori Osugi Treasurer……………………………………..…..Angela Clark Director of Sports and Recreation………..Joel Bankert 
 
 

 

Jackson Friends Church 

 

 

7945 Portage St. NW—Massillon, OH  44646 
Ph: (330) 966-0616 * Fax: (330) 966-1424 

 

www.jacksonfriendschurch.org 
 

To access JFC WiFi:  
select “JFC_Guest” 

password: JFC_Guest 

Jackson Friends Staff  

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
CANTON,OH 

PERMIT NO. 287 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


