
“Reaching our surrounding 
communities with the gospel 
of Christ through equipping 
believers who will carry the 
ministry of the local church 

into the world.“ 
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Listening 

What does good listening communicate? When 
you listen you are communicating to the speaker: 
1. What they have to say matters. 
2. The person speaking matters. 
3. You are interested in both the speaker and the 

opinion. 
Those three dynamics can be life-changing for 
many. 
It is also important to understand a key point…
listening doesn’t mean you agree with what is  
being said. I’ve heard many state, “No one listens 
to me” and that statement is made because what 
they said did not become the adopted practice. 
Listen: what I have to say is not gospel, thus 
many may disagree. That doesn’t necessarily 
mean they didn’t listen (although maybe they 

didn’t). It does means they didn’t agree. 
In our listening, let’s also make sure we are  
listening to the Lord. It’s easy to squeeze in a 
prayer or blitz through a Biblical reading without 
taking the time to listen. Listening makes a  
difference. 
So what about you? Are you a good listener? 
Would others agree? No wonder the Lord said to 
us, “He that has ears to hear, let him hear.” Mark 
4:9 

Dr. Tom Kinnan, Interim Pastor 

Talk about lost arts…how about listening? It seems 
many are struggling today at being good listeners. If 
you watch any news analysis show, their hosts are 
horrible listeners! They bring on guests – better  
labeled as props – and talk over them, interrupt 
them, and definitely don’t listen to them. The only 
opinion of value is the one belonging to the show’s 
host. 
I’ve attended and listened to debates on creationism 
vs. evolution. Every one without exception has been 
disappointing. Why?  Because neither side listened 
to the other; neither side responded to the  
questions asked by their fellow debater. And in 
some cases, both sides openly showed disrespect for 
the other. They demonstrated no desire to examine 
the issues; their aim was only to present their view. 
This is a common characteristic of most discussions 
across all topics. The political stagnation and  
polarization we witness goes almost without saying. 
I doubt if most politicians can spell “listen” let alone 
practice it. 
As we head into 2023, let’s seek to become better 
listeners. So what makes for a good listener? 

Let me offer some thoughts. 
1. Good listeners must first get past themselves. A 

good listener is not focused on self, but rather 
desires to hear what the person with whom they 
are conversing has to say. Too often we cause 
conversations to center around ourselves. When 
that happens, we’re not listening. 

2. Good listeners ask questions. That keeps the 
other person talking and allows the listener to 
hear more and understand more of what is  
being said. 

3. Good listeners maintain eye contact with the 
person/s with whom they are speaking. That 
helps the listener and speaker maintain focus. 

4. Good listeners are more poised to open their 
minds than open their mouths. There 

are times to speak and they will come…but it is 
better and wiser to listen first. 
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Walk Worthy Conference 

A�en�on men!  Come fellowship with other men and find out how Christ is the 
center of life!  Join us as we a�end this Moody Bible Ins�tute Conference at the 
Canton Bap�st Temple on Saturday, March 4, 2023 from 8:00am-3:30pm.   
The price includes breakfast, lunch and 3 speakers throughout the day.  Please  

see Kevin Male�ch if you have any ques�ons or for more info/registra�on, visit the website at  
h�ps:/www.moodyconferences.com/walk-worthy/cleveland/   

Offering Envelopes: 
Due to unforeseen circumstances  

including a paper shortage, the boxes  
of offering envelopes are s�ll on  

back order.  We will have them soon! W����� E���� … 

 Sundays at 1:00pm:  Youth Futsal (grades 7-12) 
 Sundays at 7:00pm:  Senior High Youth 

 Tuesdays at 7:00am:  Men’s Bible Study (Top of the Viaduct) 
 Tuesdays at 10:00am:  Ladies’ Bible Study  
 Wednesdays at 6:45pm:  Adult classes/small groups;  Children’s 

class;  Children’s Choir rehearsal;  Junior puppet team rehearsal;  
ProTeens and Middle School Youth (begin gathering as early as 
6:00pm, and hang out un�l 8:30) 

S#�$%&� E���� … 

 Sunday, January 1st at 10:30pm:  Worship Service (no study hour) 
 Wednesday, January 4th:  Women’s Ministry Planning Mee3ng 

(6:00pm) 
 Tuesday, January 10th at 6:00pm: Ladies’ Ou3ng:  Axe Throwing 

 Wednesday, January 11th:  Wednesday classes/groups resume 

 Monday, January 16th:  Mar3n Luther King, Jr. Day;  Office closed  
 Saturday, January 21st at 11:00am:  Pins IN NEEDles  

Winter Weather Closures 
For updates on church cancella*ons/

closures due to weather, please 

check the church website at 
www.jacksonfriendschurch.org,  

listen to WHBC 1480AM or check their 
website at www.whbc.com, or listen 

to the message on the church  
voice mail at 330-966-0616. 

Stay safe this winter! 

JFC Sports and Rec 

2023 is here!   
Believe it or not, it’s  
almost �me for Spring 
Soccer!  I know it’s only  
January and we won’t see 

warm weather for several months, 
but registra�on will be up for spring 
soccer some�me in mid-January.   
We are in full swing with basketball 
season right now and can always use 
more help from volunteers!  If you’d 
like to get involved in this incredible 
program of over 900 kids (including 
30 cheerleaders), please reach out to 
Joel today at  
jbankert@jacksonfriends.org. 

Upcoming Ladies’ Events 
Axe Throwing:  Tuesday, 
January 10th at 6:00pm.  
Join us for a new one-hour 
adventure! Sign up at the 
Welcome Center no later 
than Sunday, January 8th. 
Mid-Winter Retreat:  March 10-12th at 
the Berlin Resort in Millersburg.   
Brochures will be available soon!    



JFC Children’s Ministry 

Welcome to 2023, Friends Families!  I am hoping everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  It has been fun 
celebra#ng with everyone the past few weeks.  
This year we definitely faced some challenges.  However, we had a lot to smile about.  We had our first community 
Spring Fling since the pandemic, and our first community VBS.  Our VBS was able to help a lot of families with the  
dona#ons we collected.  We had full classrooms of children asking God into their hearts!  Our children’s 
department has been growing all year.  This allowed our 3rd grade Sunday School to open back up.  
Wednesday nights have also grown.  This fall we brought back both the children’s choir and junior puppet 
team.  We had a great #me celebra#ng the birth of our Savior at a Birthday Party for Jesus.  Lastly, our 
Sunday School classes gathered lots of dona�ons during the holiday season.  They collected lots of socks 
for the homeless, monetary dona#ons to support villages across the world, along with hats and mi/ens 
for local families.  A massive thank you to all the teachers who have commi/ed their #me to our children 
this year.  None of this would have been possible without them.  Your love and dedica#on is inspiring.    
If you are interested in shepherding our children, plan to come to a mee�ng on Sunday, January 29th a0er service 
(current teachers are also asked to a/end).  We will discuss the past, present and future of our Children’s Ministry.  The 
children and young families in our church are the next genera#on.  We have to love, serve and shepherd them.  The  
pandemic scared a lot of us and terrified our young families.  With that being said, they are slowly coming back.  We as a 
church need to be ready with open arms and open doors.  During this mee#ng, we will have lunch, hear from our current 
teachers and have a discussion #me.  I highly encourage everyone to take the next few weeks to pray.  Pray for everyone 
involved in our ministry currently and for everyone that God is sending our way.  Lastly, pray about how God is going to 
use you in our children’s ministry.  I am extremely excited to meet and brainstorm with each and every one of you. 

If you recall, last month we talked about Allergy Bracelets.  It is extremely important that we are made aware of 
any and all allergies that your child has.   Please inform us of all allergies at the check-in desk so we can give 
your child a labeled bracelet.  This helps our teachers iden#fy the allergy much quicker and easier. 

This month we are talking about CHECKING IN.  As I said, allergy bracelets are important, but checking in is even more 
important!  As we begin to grow in numbers, it is going to be a must.  Checking in helps us keep your child safe.  That is 
our first priority.  All of your (and your children’s) informa#on is linked to the check-in system.  If you don’t check in, we 
don’t have any knowledge that your child is even in the building.  If there was an emergency, we would need to have a 
class roster and a head count.  This is only possible and accurate if they have been properly checked in.  Also, we use all 
of our check-in informa#on when we budget and plan for the following quarter.  It is very difficult to accurately plan 
without good numbers.  We have also added a few new drop boxes and pick-up requirements.   First, we will no longer 
allow children in the classroom without a check-in tag.  This also means we will no longer allow children to leave without 
a check-out card.  If you happen to lose your security tag, we can reprint one at the desk for you.  We are also requiring 
kids (birth through 6th grade) be picked up by an adult.  We are growing in numbers!  This is exactly what we want.  God 
is sending and trus#ng us with more families.  We have to be diligent when it comes to our security.  Now is the #me for 
us to come together and put our protocols into ac#on.  Children are God’s most innocent and beau#ful crea#on.  We 
must do all we can to protect them, and love them.  We love and appreciate all of you!  If you have any ques#ons or  
concerns, please reach out to Lea Nathaniel at lnathaniel@jacksonfriends.org. 
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This publication is a monthly newsletter of Jackson Friends Church.  Activities to be put on the calendar must be submitted to Lori Osugi before being published. All articles and calendar events for publication must be turned in by the 15th of every month to Debbie Gudat (dgudat@jacksonfriends.org).   

Schedule a room or activity ··················· Lori Osugi  
Submit bulletin & newsletter info ······· Debbie Gudat 
Submit web site info ······················· Debbie Gudat 
Financial Giving ·································· Lori Osugi 
Nursery schedule ·························· Marty Shomali 
Greeters ··································· Susan Haythorn 
Weddings ········································· Lori Osugi 
Threads from Heaven ·············· Theresa Baughman 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday 

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Who to contact … 

 Interim Pastor………………………………Dr. Tom Kinnan Pastoral Care……………………………..……John Houston  Pastor of Youth………………………….Scott “Moby” Dick Director of Worship……………………..Samuel Atkinson  Church Administrator………….………………...Lori Osugi Young Adult Lead……………………………...Joel Bankert Communication Secretary….……………..Debbie Gudat Children’s Ministries………………………….Lea Nathaniel Nursery………………………………………….Marty Shomali Women’s Ministries……………………………..…Susie Bell Financial Secretary………………………………..Lori Osugi Treasurer……………………………………..…..Angela Clark Director of Sports and Recreation………..Joel Bankert 
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“Pastor’s Corner”  
“The Toll of Timeliness” 

The pages easily tear, some�mes even crumble 
in my old books.  This year has been one to 
once again challenge us “to preserve sound 
judgement and discernment” (Proverbs 3:21).  
Thanks be to the Lord that He assists in this 
course. 
In service to the community through JFC, there 
is great excitement about how God is going to 
move.  Being invited to the staff has led me to 
bring out ministry resources long forgo0en in 
the a1c.  Some Bibles and books, nearly two 
centuries old!  Many having nota�ons and 
dates logging when they were last read by 
saints now with the Lord.  Their love and faith 
for the Messiah are undeniable. 
What an old story!  With an eye toward  
catching up to the present, should we move on 
from this past history?  May it never be!  The 
reality of aging for us is to be transformed in 
Him.  As the author of Hebrews wrote in  
chapter 13, verse 8, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever!”   
Sharing the grace of God brought to us through 
the Baby’s birth we celebrate at Christmas is  
powerful to all genera�ons.  This year sharing 
through the Good News Club was fantas�c to 

Page 3 

JFC Deaf Ministry 
We are excited to announce that we will have beginner AND intermediate sign language classes star�ng 
in January!  Our Intermediate Class will begin on Wednesday, January 11th and the Beginner Class will 
begin on Thursday, January 12th.  All are welcome, any age!  We will be learning basic sign language, 
signing Scriptures, and playing fun games and ac�vi�es to learn sign language!   Please contact Rebekah 
Cole at 330-554-2698 (phone/text) or Colleen O’Connor at 330-322-3922 (text only) to sign up.  There is 
a sign language book to purchase ($15-20).  Please contact us with any ques�ons! 

Generations Class   
We will begin a new study on Sunday, January 8th called “Heaven— Our Future Home”.  This is a study 
on II Corinthians and will show us the teachings of Jesus, understanding and living the 66 books of the 
Bible, and how to refresh our prayers.  It also includes a weekly chronological Bible reading plan.   
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the classroom opposite from the nursery check-in.  Weekly 
lessons will be distributed in class and/or are available by email.  Please email Mike Chappuis at 
michaelchappuis6014@gmail.com to be added to the distribu�on list. 

see the children respond to receiving God’s love.  
Our mission field is great, as many have fallen 
away into the belief in humanity’s perceived  
ascendance and sufficiency.   
My heart is s�rred by the �meless truth  
sufficiency of Christ!  Let us aspire to share in the 
dynamic power of His Holy Spirit, reaching to our 
world.  In this unusual �me, let us be filled with 
the joy of the Lord!  O Come All Ye Faithful,  
joyful and triumphant!  What a beau�ful Savior! 
“Through Jesus, therefore let us con�nually offer 
to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that 
confess His name.  And do not forget to do good 
and share with others, for with such sacrifice, 
God is pleased.”  Hebrews 13:15-16 

“May the God of peace, who through the blood 
of the eternal covenant brought back from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the 
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing 
His will and may He work in us what is pleasing 
to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever.  Amen.”  Hebrews 13:20-21 

 

Pastor John Houston, 
JFC Pastoral Care  


