
“Reaching our surrounding 
communities with the gospel 
of Christ through equipping 
believers who will carry the 
ministry of the local church 

into the world.“ 

 

I woke up this morning with God saying, “Tom…you should always be out of balance!” I 
know, I know.  Some of you are saying, “Hey, good news, Tom – You are!”  No…listen. God 
is speaking of a good out-of-balance. Churches attempt to be very balanced in what they do: 
balanced budgets, balanced lives, balanced ministries, balanced outlooks, and balanced faith. 
Good grief! No wonder the church isn’t having the impact she can have. We tout our best 
practices, but often they are modeled more after business models than biblical models.  
Business wouldn’t be telling the disciples to feed thousands of people with two fish and five 
loaves of bread. Business would have condemned pouring valuable perfume on the head of 
Christ. Such behavior is out of balance! That’s right. And so is healing the lame, touching 
lepers and walking on water. 
Some would argue that Christ could do and condone such practices because He is God. He 
can do anything! Yes – exactly!! And remember, He was modeling before His disciples and 
us what we should be doing. Trusting and depending on Him to provide! It was always  
mission and love that drove Him. As it related to everyday religious practices, Jesus was out 
of balance. 
Too often churches want to be known for their good business practices instead of being 
known for their faith, generosity and passion for those who don’t know Christ. Business  
practices may make you appear balanced and help you to become a stable institution. But 
faith, generosity and a passion for those who don’t know Christ will keep you off balance, 
trusting Christ and enable you to become a movement, an organism of holy power. 
Dear Lord, keep me off balance. May I trust you beyond my own understanding. Let me and 
my church be known for our faith, our generosity and our passion for those who don’t know 
Christ.   
“Commit your way to the Lord. Trust in Him,  
and He will act.”  Psalm 37:5 

Dr. Tom, 
Interim Pastor 
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Good News Club 
Praise God!  In the Fall, there were 37  
students a�ending this a�er-school  

program at Sauder Elementary.  Currently, 
there are 100+ students a�ending...that  
is 1/6th of the students who are enrolled  

at the school!  We had to recruit more  
volunteers from JFC in order to handle this 
huge increase in a�endance!  Thank you  
to those who have stepped up to help!  
Please con-nue to pray for this ministry 
and our Good News Club Team from JFC.   

W����� E�����… 

 Sundays at 1:00pm:  Youth Futsal (grades 7-12) 
 Sundays at 2:00pm:  Grief Share  
 Sundays at 7:00pm:  Senior High Youth 

 Tuesdays at 7:00am:  Men’s Bible Study (Top of the Viaduct) 
 Tuesdays at 10:00am:  Ladies’ Bible Study  
 Wednesdays at 6:45pm:  Adult classes/small groups;  Children’s 

class;  Children’s Choir rehearsal;  Junior puppet team rehearsal;  
ProTeens and Middle School Youth (begin gathering as early as 
6:00pm, and hang out un�l 8:30) 

 Thursdays at 6:45pm:  Beginner Sign Language Class 

S������ E�����… 

 March 10-12:  JFC Women’s Retreat 
 Wednesday, March 15th at 6:45pm:  Leadership Training Seminar 
 Saturday, March 18th at 11:00am:  Pins IN NEEDles 

 Sunday, March 19th at 5:30pm:  Chili Cook-off and Worship Night 

Leadership Seminar 
Great leaders are not born.  They learn their cra� through  
study, hard work and prac�ce.  Would you like to learn about 
effec�ve leadership?  Jeff Evans is providing a brief seminar on 
leadership development to anyone who wishes to a#end,  
whether you are in leadership at Jackson Friends Church or  
elsewhere.  Jeff learned leadership through 20 years as Chief  
Execu�ve Officer and Chairman of the Board of an interna�onal 
corpora�on, along with other Board of Directors posi�ons in  
seven different companies. Jeff is also fortunate to have studied 
leadership at Harvard, Wharton and the Kellogg Schools of  
Business and has wri#en a book on the topic.  Please a#end  
Jeff’s seminar on Wednesday, March 15th at 6:45pm to learn  
and hear stories about how great leaders do it.  And  
remember, we are all leaders! Winter Weather Closures 

For updates on church cancella-ons/closures 
due to weather, please check the church  

website at www.jacksonfriendschurch.org,  
listen to WHBC 1480AM or check their website 
at www.whbc.com, or listen to the message on 

the church voice mail at 330-966-0616.   
Stay safe this winter! 

JFC Sports and Rec 
Spring is upon us and that 

means it’s SOCCER SEASON at  
Jackson Friends (Pre-K 

through 6th grade).  We have  
only a few short weeks le� to sign up.  

Evalua�ons are March 16 and March 20.  
Youth only need to a#end ONE of those 
dates, any �me from 5:15-7:00pm (no 
evals for Pre-K).  If you would like to get 

involved, we can use help with  
supervising on prac�ce nights, as well  
as game days.  We can also use more 
volunteers for concessions on game 

days.  Anyone with a love for soccer and 
knowledge of the game can also help 
with refereeing.  Plenty of ways to get 
involved in another great program in 
our sports ministry.  We are expec�ng 
over 200 kids this year in the program.  
Come and see what your church is doing 

for the community!  Contact Joel  
Bankert (Sports & Rec Director) at 
jbankert@jacksonfriends.com. 

Ladies’ Mid-Winter Retreat 
March 10-12th  

Pray for our JFC ladies and for the speaker 
as they come together for a �me of  
worship, learning and fellowship.   



Libby is a part of a multi-generational pastoral family (4 generations of pastors and  
counting) and is a birthright Quaker/Evangelical Friend. After accepting a personal  
relationship with Jesus in her late teens, she joined the church for herself as an adult.  
She and her husband, Mark transferred their memberships from Goshen Friends Church 
to Jackson when they moved to the area in 1992.  Libby is a graduate of Malone College 
(now University), and a retired licensed Medical Social Worker.  She has been married 
for 44 years and has three daughters, a step-son, three sons-in-law, and ten  
grandchildren.  Libby is honored to serve the people of Jackson Friends Church in many 
roles over the years as part of a calling to serve in any way He equips her and makes 
available to her. Her deep commitment and love for the people of Jackson Friends     
Church is fueled by an even greater love and commitment to our Lord, Jesus Christ, and 

His mission for us.  As an elder, she will continue to seek avenues of service that will not only enhance our 
ability to reach people for Jesus, but also assist us in living more like Christ as we mature in Him. 

L���� B���	
�� 

Justin has been attending Jackson Friends since the first Sunday the new building 
opened in 1993.  During the next several years, Justin spent countless hours in the gym 
with our sports ministries program, coaching several youth teams and refereeing 
games.  He served on staff for a few years as youth basketball coordinator while in law 
school.  Justin and his dad, Greg, also played softball on church teams for many 
years.  Justin graduated from the University of Akron School of Law in 2004 and is a 
partner with the law firm of Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLC.  Justin is a trial 
lawyer with a specialty in commercial and business litigation.  Outside of the practice 
of law, Justin has coached high school basketball for several area schools including 
Jackson, GlenOak, and Central Catholic.  He is currently the head varsity boys  
basketball coach at Dalton High School.  He also serves as president of council for the 
Village of Meyers Lake, Ohio, and is a member of the executive committee of the board 

of directors at The Wilderness Center in Wilmot.  Justin has continued to stay involved at Jackson Friends,  
serving as part of the administrative council and leadership development committee.  Justin also served on the  
pastoral search committee in 2022, and has been an elder-in-training. Justin lives at Meyers Lake and is  
looking forward to continuing to serve Jackson Friends as an elder.  

J9:;<=  
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Jeff Evans and his wife Oleta have been members of Jackson Friends Church since 
1994 when they moved from Phoenix, Arizona back to their roots in Ohio. They raised 
their children at JFC, where Ben, Abby and Kristy all were active members of the youth 
group. During that time, Jeff served as an elder at JFC, with a focus on overseeing 
youth programs. He and Oleta have been active in church missions, working with  
underserved people in Canton and with trips to the Bowery Mission in New York City, 
while Oleta and their three children all have made numerous trips with the church to 
Jamaica. Jeff’s career includes 20 years as the successful CEO and Chairman at The 
Will-Burt Company in Orrville, Ohio, along with over 100 combined years as a  
corporate director for 7 different companies. Jeff also held management positions at 

Firestone, GenCorp, Penn Racquet Sports, Arthur Andersen & Co and Ernst & Young. 
Jeff holds a BA from Muskingum University, an MBA from Bowling Green State University, is a CPA, and  
attended post-graduate education at Harvard, Wharton, and Kellogg Schools of Business. 

J�� E���� 

New Elders, Libby Brinkman, Jeff Evans and Justin Greenfelder join  
returning Elders, Monte Fox and Tom Miller. 
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“So shall My word be that goes forth from my mouth.  It shall not return to Me void,  
but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”   

Isaiah 55:11 
Dear Friends, 
Isaiah 55:11 has been an important verse to the ministry at the Kickapoo Friends  
Center for a long time.  In fact, this June our family will begin our fiftieth year of  
ministry at the Center.  My parents, Ron and Janis Wood, believed God gave them this 
verse of promise when they left their home in Indiana to begin working at the Center.  I 
just want to share how a few of these things have come to pass. 
This fall, a Kickapoo man named Jerome returned to the area after a difficult life and even 
time living on the street.  He started coming to church and shared that all through the  
difficulties of life, he remembered he had given his heart to Jesus one Sunday  
evening as a child.  Although he is still struggling, seeds of faith and the word of God  
spoken 25 years ago have not returned void. 
Praying with a Kickapoo woman at the nursing home, she assured me that she had asked 
Jesus into her heart.  She honestly spoke about the struggle of trying to  
understand what is right between Kickapoo traditions and Christianity.   I assured her that 
she did not have to stop being a Kickapoo to become a Christian, but if she put her trust in 
Jesus, He would show her what to do.  I am so thankful she put her trust in  
Jesus because just a few days later, she passed away unexpectedly.   
Another Kickapoo man, living his last days with cancer, listened to the Scriptures I read to 
him and prayed with me to receive Christ.  I wasn’t really sure he seriously meant what he 
had said, but was just trying to be nice to me.  After he passed away, his sister found a 
journal he kept through his dying process and he had written in his own hand, “I believe in 
the Lord Jesus”.  He wrote other words also professing his faith. 
God’s word does not return void.  So as we start our fiftieth year of ministry, thank you so 
much for partnering with us by praying and supporting the work at the Kickapoo Friends 
Center.  Your gifts are such a blessing and we thank you so much.  You make it possible for 
us to freely share the Word of God and give out the Good News of Jesus. 
All Because of Jesus, 
Brad and Christine Wood 
Www.kickapoofriendscenter.org 
P.O. Box 570  
McLoud, OK 74851 
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Barbara Jarrett  

Chad & Laura Isom Family 

9:00a  Life Groups 
10:30a  Worship Service 

 

1:00p  Youth Futsal 
2:00p  Grief Share 

 

6:30p Sr Hi Youth Activities 
7:00p  Sr Hi Youth 

8:00p  Sr Hi Hang-out 

Gene & Pam Holbein 

John & Kathleen Houston Family 

Angela Holmes Family 

Nick & Andrea Jewell Family 

John & Michelle  
Houston Jr. Family Jim & Kathy Humble Family 

Fritz & Katie Houston Family 

Janee Houston & Jason  
Meagher Family 

Gary & Darlene Houser 

Kimberly Jarrett Family 

 Jackson Friends Church 
7945 Portage St NW 

Massillon, Ohio 44646 

Ph 330-966-0616   Fax 330-966-1424 

www.jacksonfriendschurch.org 

7:00a Men’s Bible Study-  T.O.V. 
10:00a Ladies’ Bible Study 

Mike & Julie Johnson Family 

Darin & Val Holdsworth Family 

7:00a Men’s Bible Study– Top 
of the Viaduct Restaurant 
10:00a  Ladies’ Bible Study 

 

 

 

David Johnson 

Bruce & Cindy  
Householder Family Pastors & Families 

Church Staff & Families 

9:00a  Life Groups 
10:30a  Worship Service 

 

1:00p  Youth Futsal 
2:00p  Grief Share 

 

6:30p Sr Hi Youth Activities 
7:00p  Sr Hi Youth 

8:00p  Sr Hi Hang-out 

Church Leadership  
& Families Pat Jackson 

Ron & Darlene Hoffman 

5:45p  Fellowship Meal 
6:00p  ProTeens & Middle 
School Dinner & Games 
6:45p  Children’s Classes/
Rehearsals; ProTeens & Middle 
School Youth; Sign Lang. Class; 
Adult Classes   
7:45p  ProTeens/Middle School 
Hang-out 

Brian & Terri Jambois Family 

JFC Women’s Retreat (through Sunday) 

9:00a  Life Groups 
10:30a  Worship Service 

 

1:00p  Youth Futsal 
2:00p  Grief Share 

 

5:30p  Chili Cook-off and 
Worship Night 

11:00a  Pins IN NEEDles 

Susan Johnston Family Sherwood & Paula Johnson  Ashley Wyder:  
Overseas Missionary 

7:00a Men’s Bible Study–T.O.V. 
10:00a  Ladies’ Bible Study 

7:00a Men’s Bible Study-T.O.V. 
10:00a  Ladies’ Bible Study 

 

Lauren Hmiel 

5:45p  Fellowship Meal 
6:00p  ProTeens & Middle 
School Dinner & Games 
6:45p  Leadership Seminar;  
Children’s Classes/Rehearsals; 
ProTeens & Mid. Sch.Youth; 
Sign Lang. Class; Adult Class   
7:45p  ProTeens/Middle 
School Hang-out 

Rebecca Hmiel 

9:00a  Life Groups 
10:30a  Worship Service 

 

1:00p  Youth Futsal 
2:00p  Grief Share 

 

6:30p Sr Hi Youth Activities 
7:00p  Sr Hi Youth 

8:00p  Sr Hi Hang-out 

Rick Hill 

6:45pm  Beginner Sign  
Language Class 

5:45p  Fellowship Meal 
6:00p  ProTeens & Middle 
School Dinner & Games 
6:45p  Children’s Classes/
Rehearsals; ProTeens & 
Middle School Youth; Sign 
Lang. Class; Adult Classes   
7:45p  ProTeens/Middle 
School Hang-out 

6:45pm  Beginner Sign  
Language Class 

6:45pm  Beginner Sign  
Language Class 

6:45pm  Beginner Sign  
Language Class 

5:45p  Fellowship Meal 
6:00p  ProTeens & Middle 
School Dinner & Games 
6:45p  Children’s Classes/
Rehearsals; ProTeens & 
Middle School Youth; Sign 
Lang. Class; Adult Classes   
7:45p  ProTeens/Middle 
School Hang-out 

Willie & Judy Jones Family Del & Joyce Jordan Gina Kerns Family 

5:45p  Fellowship Meal 
6:00p  ProTeens & Middle 
School Dinner & Games 
6:45p  Children’s Classes/
Rehearsals; ProTeens & Middle 
School Youth; Sign Lang. Class; 
Adult Classes   
7:45p  ProTeens/Middle School 
Hang-out 

Walk Worthy Men’s  
Conference (Canton Baptist 
Church) 

6:45pm  Beginner Sign  
Language Class 



           JFC Children’s Ministry 

A�en�on Girls in grades 2-5— this is for YOU!  God loves a giving heart!  Are you ready to use your girl-power to spread 
sunshine, while making new friends and exploring new talents? Come join us once a month for a special girl-power mission. 
Our first mee$ng was February 29th so watch for more details soon about our next mee$ng (the end of March). We make 
our own snacks, play some games, and create gree$ng cards to shower recipients with love and encouragement. Registra-
$on is not necessary, but if you’d like to let us know you’re coming, it will help us plan for supplies.  Ques$ons? Email us 
at Thefriendlyhistorian@gmail.com  (Jen and Gwinny S$les). 

Saturday, April 8th  
10:00am-12:00pm 

Games...the Easter Bunny...an Easter Egg Hunt...face pain$ng...food...bounce house and much more.  We have already 
started preparing and organizing our volunteers and dona$ons.  If you can help out in any way, please let the office know.  
We will need people to “Meet and Greet”, hide eggs, run games...you name it, we’ll need it!  We will also need candy  
dona$ons to fill the eggs for the egg hunt.  We hide 5000 eggs, so we need a lot of candy!  Dona$ons can be dropped off in 
the office. 
 

Senior Serenading 
For the last two years, a new ministry that we call the “Senior Serenaders” has blossomed to share love from JFC with 
some of our shut-ins.  It started with Christmas Caroling during Covid.  We had a large group who drove to the homes of 
some of our shut-ins and some families who hadn’t been able to return to church yet due to the pandemic.  Since then, we 
have con$nued to visit some of our shut-ins 2-3 $mes a year.  Instead of Christmas carols, we just sing some of the all-$me 
favorite hymns that everyone knows and loves.  Just a couple weeks ago, the group spent the aBernoon visi$ng 13 of our 
loved ones from JFC.  It was a sunny, warm February day to be outside!  Since it was Valen$ne’s month, we sang some 
hymns about love, such as “Love LiBed Me” and “O, How I Love Jesus”.  We also showed our love with “Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart” and also sang “we just came to say we love you” to the tune of “I Just Called to Say I Love You”.  Some tears 
were shed, but not just by the people who were serenaded!  The aBernoon was as big of a blessing to the singers as it was 
to those who were visited.  One of the gentlemen who was visited even said that it didn’t maFer what we sounded like;  
he just enjoyed the music and love that we came to share.  We would love to be able to do this a liFle more oBen and/or 
to be able to reach even more of our shut-ins so that everyone feels the love of JFC!  Even though some can’t come 
through our doors on Sundays, they s$ll need to feel our love and encouragement!  But in order to reach more people, we 
need more par$cipants.  Please pray about it and consider par$cipa$ng the next $me an ou$ng is planned.  The love from 
JFC extends beyond our walls and we are the ones who need to take it out to our church family! 
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This publication is a monthly newsletter of Jackson Friends Church.  Activities to be put on the calendar must be submitted to Lori Osugi before being published. All articles and calendar events for publication must be turned in by the 15th of every month to Debbie Gudat (dgudat@jacksonfriends.org).   

Schedule a room or activity ··················· Lori Osugi  
Submit bulletin & newsletter info ······· Debbie Gudat 
Submit web site info ······················· Debbie Gudat 
Financial Giving ·································· Lori Osugi 
Nursery schedule ·························· Marty Shomali 
Greeters ··································· Susan Haythorn 
Weddings ········································· Lori Osugi 
Threads from Heaven ·············· Theresa Baughman 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Who to contact … 

 Interim Pastor………………………………Dr. Tom Kinnan Pastoral Care……………………………..……John Houston  Pastor of Youth………………………….Scott “Moby” Dick Director of Worship……………………..Samuel Atkinson  Church Administrator………….………………...Lori Osugi Young Adult Lead……………………………...Joel Bankert Communication Secretary….……………..Debbie Gudat Children’s Ministries………………………….Lea Nathaniel Nursery………………………………………….Marty Shomali Women’s Ministries……………………………..…Susie Bell Financial Secretary………………………………..Lori Osugi Treasurer……………………………………..…..Angela Clark Director of Sports and Recreation………..Joel Bankert 
 

 

Jackson Friends Church 

 

7945 Portage St. NW—Massillon, OH  44646 
Ph: (330) 966-0616 * Fax: (330) 966-1424 

 

www.jacksonfriendschurch.org 
 

To access JFC WiFi:  
select “JFC_Guest” 

password: JFC_Guest 

Jackson Friends Staff  
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